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A Gobbone That Never Went to Brescia

While most 1100 S cars were dispatched almost immediately to Italy
and neighboring countries — usually with a single purpose: to run
and win the Mille Miglia — this particular example was delivered
new to Caracas. That fact alone sets it apart. Exporting a 1100 S for
competition use outside Europe was rare; delivering one to
Venezuela in 1949 was rarer still.

Contrary to what many would assume, this Gobbone never competed
in the Mille Miglia. And that is precisely what defines it. It remained
outside the European theatre of battle and wrote its story in a different

setting altogether — post-war Venezuela.

Giacosa's lightweight thoroughbred

The Fiat 1100 S “Gobbone” was conceived in the immediate
aftermath of the war under the direction of Dante Giacosa. Building on
the technical foundation of the 508 C, he endowed the model with a
purposeful, aerodynamic berlinetta body in aluminum — low-slung,
enclosed, and devoid of unnecessary ornamentation. The nickname
Gobbone (literally “hunchback”) refers to the car’s distinctive
curved rear profile. Its triple-section grille, with horizontal bars flanking

a vertical center, became a visual signature.

The figures are well known: 1089 cc, approximately 51 bhp at 5,200
rpm, a dry weight of around 825 kilograms, and a top speed close to
150 km/h. More important is what those numbers represented in
1947-1949: a light, dependable long-distance machine built to
perform in Europe’s toughest open-road races. In the 1947 Mille
Miglia, four 1100 S berlinettas finished in the overall top ten — a

result that firmly established the model’s reputation.
Venezuela 1950: Italian hands, South American roads

Around 1950, Venezuela experienced a remarkable influx of Italian
craftsmen. As Italy struggled through economic recovery, Venezuela
was booming on the back of its oil industry. Government policy
actively encouraged European immigration; engineers, mechanics,
and coachbuilders found opportunity there. Within this environment, a
vibrant motorsport culture emerged — one in which Italian

engineering and ambition met long Andean stages and tropical heat.

This Fiat 1100 S — nicknamed La Pulga (“The Flea”) — was driven
by Gino Tonelli, an Italian competing under the Venezuelan flag. In
1950 he entered the legendary Carrera Grancolombiana, a
punishing 3,825-kilometre marathon from Quito via Bogota to

Caracas.

The stages speak for themselves: Quito—Pasto, Pasto—Cali,
Cali-Medellin, across mountain passes to Manizales and Bogota,
then onward toward Cucuta and beyond. Tonelli's performances were
more than respectable, achieving multiple top classifications in the
early stages. The lightweight Fiat was embraced by the public as an
underdog hero after winning a duel against a far more powerful MG.
In a field where cubic capacity often dictated the outcome, the little

Fiat earned praise for its stamina and sheer drivability.
Survival and rarity

Because the 1100 S cars were built for competition and used
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51 HP/ 38 KW
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